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powerful empires can maintain themselves in the
immediate future; and that for purposes of self-
preservation the weak must unite, and the strong
secure themselves by anticipating their neighbours.
The gross results are, that Prussia, which could be
disregarded thirty years ago, is now a first-rate
Power; that Italy has become important as an ally,
and that Russia is as strong as ever in Eastern
Europe, and incomparably stronger in Central Asia.
Meanwhile, France, Austria, and Turkey are all
weaker than they were. Unless we assume the
Powers that have gained strength to be satisfied
with what they have got, and the nations that have
lost to be convinced they cannot retrieve their
losses, the war which is always being anticipated
is certain some day to break out. The accident of
a military sovereign, or an ambitious minister, of
troubles at home or possibilities abroad, will be
sufficient to determine it. More than this, the great
Powers see what they may gain by annexing
dominions which will give them soldiers or revenue/
or outlets for their commerce. Russia is as certainly
working for a harbour in the Persian Gulf as for one
in the Dardanelles. Even if we assume that the
next fifty years will bring a settlement of all these
questions, can any one believe that finality will have
been reached ? The larger any empire becomes, the
more numerous will be the points of contact with its
neighbours and possible enemies. There will always
be the little adjoining province that is desirable to
round off the Imperial territory.

Neither does it seem impossible to imagine that
the great inert force of China will not some day be
organised, and rendered mobile and capable of